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November 29, 2015 — First Sunday of Advent

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

   

Welcome!  We are so glad to have you 
with us in worship this morning. If you 
are worshiping with us for the first time, 
please fill out one of the “welcome” cards 
in the pew rack so we may greet you and 
respond to any questions you might have.

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  9 : 3 0  &  1 1  A M

We Come Together as God’s People
 Prelude  Two Settings of “Savior of the Nations, Come,” BWV 659 and 660  J.S.Bach
  Dr. John Allegar, organ (1685-1750)

* Call to Worship    Dr. James W. Riley
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  
 We celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ 
 as a baby born in Bethlehem; 
 as the Holy Spirit coming to waiting hearts;
 and as the Risen Lord coming again in glory.  
 O Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
    And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
    Until the Son of God appear. 

All:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!  

* Prayer of Adoration

*+Processional Hymn #2     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus hyfrydol

 Lighting of the Advent Candle
Leader:   We light the first candle to symbolize the hope 
 of God’s people who wait on the Lord’s coming. 
People:   Long ago the prophets told that God would send 
 the Messiah to save the people from their sins. 
 As Isaiah has written, “Those who wait for the Lord 
 shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
 wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
 they shall walk and not be faint.”

 Call to Confession 
    Silent Confession
    Prayer of Confession

Leader: Eternal God, we confess that we resist your holy realm.
People:  You deliver us from judgment, but we continue to judge 

one another. You seek to restore our lives, but we fail to 
bear good fruit. Forgive us, God of grace.  
Baptize us with Spirit and fire, so that we may be ready 

 to meet you when you come again in glory; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Assurance of Pardon

CARRYING IN THE ELEMENTS TODAY
Baptismal Water: Caitlin Stewart
Bread & Wine:
9:30 - Mike, Erika, Michael, Max, Sophia 
and Anna Grueninger
11:00 - Blake and Carolyn Neubauer

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES TODAY
9:30 - Kate Rogers, Madeline Young
11:00 - Sophia Warhurst, Tess Holloway

HYMN #2
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus rings 
with the echoes of biblical memory and 
human hope.  We remember Christ’s first 
coming even while praying for his return. 
Stanza 1 echoes advent prophecies from the 
Old Testament.  Messianic terms are recalled:  
“Israel’s strength,” “consolation,” “hope,” 
“desire of all nations,” and “joy.” Stanza 2 
speaks of Christ’s birth and kingdom. Jesus 
was born a King. But his kingship is not of 
this world; it is exercised in human hearts 
and lives. It is this emphasis on the need for 
Christ to enter our lives that gives the hymn 
its advent character. Fittingly, it ends with 
this prayer: “By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule 
in all our hearts alone; By Thine all-sufficient 
merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.” We 
sing this hymn to the tune HYFRYDOL which 
in the Welsh language means “Good Cheer.”
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

* Response of Praise   gloria 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

* Passing of the Peace

* Hymn #10 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry winchester new

 Ritual of Friendship  Rev. Karen L. Lang
    and the Concerns of the Church  

We Experience God’s Word
 Time with the Children (11:00) 

 Prayer of Illumination   Deacon Emily Sturman (9:30)
   Elder John Beeson (11:00)

 First Lesson  Isaiah 7:10-17 (p. 623)

 Second Lesson Luke 3:7-18 (p. 935)

 Sermon  Rev. Caroline V. Dennis
“Already? Not Yet!”

  “Then the crowds asked him, ‘What then shall we do?’” 
(Luke 3:10)

We Give Thanks to God
 Invitation to Discipleship  

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) (See sidebar)

 Offertory O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. John Ferguson
  Susan Zaharako, viola (b. 1941)

O Come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
O Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel, and ransom.

O come, and ransom.

 The Invitation to the Lord’s Supper  

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PARENTS: TIME WITH THE 
CHILDREN 
Following the Time with Children, children 
may depart for Child Care or Choir School.  
If you have not checked your child in at a 
welcome center, please fill out a name tag 
(in pew racks) before sending your child 
forward for the Time with Children.  
Place half on your child’s back and bring 
the other half when you pick up your child.

Infants, Room 240
Toddlers and Twos, Room 233
Chapel for Threes, Room 208
Cherub Choir (age 4-K), Room 312
Choristers (Grades 1-2), Room 112
Carol Choir (Grades 3-5), Choir Auditorium

News Within the Church Family
Welcome:

Michael Ray Hamilton, son of
Monica Hamilton

Birthdate: October 2, 2015

Hospitalized:
Sandy Shaw

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

HYMN #10
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
was originally written in Latin by Charles 
Coffin (1676-1749) appearing in the Paris 
Breviary, a collection of Office Services for 
the Catholic church as well as numerous 
ancient and contemporary (18th century) 
hymns.  Coffin taught and was principal of 
the then-prominent Beauvais College in 
Paris.  This powerful Advent hymn is based 
on Matthew 3:1-3 where John the Baptist 
proclaimed the baptism of repentance 
and pointed to the One greater than he, 
to quote the hymn, “whose advent has our 
freedom won” and who would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and fire.  
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 Sanctus   

 

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of power and

 

might, Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord,

 

God of power and might, hea ven- and earth are

 

full, full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na-

 

in the high est.- Ho san- na- in the high -

 

est. Bless ed- is he who comes in the

 

name of the Lord. Ho san- na- in the

 

high est.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  (See sidebar)

 The Breaking of the Bread and the Passing of the Cup

 The Communion Anthem  
  (See Hymn #14 for Communion Anthem text)

 The Communion Prayer

We Go Forth to Serve
* Closing Hymn #8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates truro

* Charge and Benediction 

* Postlude “Savior of the Nations, Come,” BWV 661 J.S. Bach
   (1685-1750)

SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION AND 

WHOLENESS
10:35 a.m. in Milner Chapel

Rev. Robert L. Hunter

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS
At 9:30: Communion is by intinction. 
Please exit your pew on the right side, 
come to the front, take a piece of bread, 
dip it into the cup, partake and return 
to your pew on the left side.  After 
communion is served to those who come 
forward, the servers will come down the 
aisles to serve those who prefer to receive 
Communion in their pew.  

Gluten-free rice wafers are available at the 
communion station below the pulpit.

At 11:00: Communion is served in the pews. 

HYMN #8
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates takes 
its title from the processional verses of Psalm 
24. To be sung before entering the Temple, 
the psalm acknowledges God as the maker 
and ruler of all creation. It then answers its 
own question, “Who shall ascend the hill of 
the Lord?” with a humbling description of our 
proper preparation for worship. In singing 
the hymn, we confess our reliance on God’s 
guidance even as we seek God’s presence. 
In stanzas two and three we are exhorted to 
“fling wide the portals of our heart,” that it 
may become a temple of God’s redemptive 
work.  Christ’s coming to our heart begins 
that work in us. We are promised inner 
presence, grace, and love.  We are made 
ready to “ascend the hill of the Lord.”


